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CENTENNIAL MISSION DEDICATED  
TO A GREEN FUTURE!

There’s a lot of talk about renewable energy, 
reducing emissions and sustainability. At 
Evolugen, Brookfield Renewable’s Canadian 
platform, these are not just buzzwords, they 
are how we do business to build a clean world 
for future generations.  

From the building of the High Falls 
hydroelectric facility in 1929 to the opening 
of its most recent wind and solar farms, the 
company has evolved with a green approach. 
Renewable energy is essential if we are to 
leave a healthy environment for our children. 
This continues to be Evolugen’s raison d’être.
       
“At Evolugen, we’re committed to building 
lasting relationships and staying involved 
in the community. We remain true to our 
environmental and social values as we work to 
build a low-carbon future. In this pandemic era, 
we continue to strive to ensure the health and 
safety of our employees and the well-being of 
the communities where we live and work.” 
- Josée Guibord, CEO 

WHAT ABOUT TOMORROW?

Evolugen is developing promising renewable 
energy sources, including a renewable 
hydrogen project that will be carried out in 
collaboration with Gazifère in the Masson 
sector. Produced by water electrolysis, the 
hydrogen will be injected into the local natural 
gas distribution network. Unique in Canada, 
this initiative will avoid approximately 15,000 
tons of greenhouse gas emissions per year 
and accelerate the transition to a low-carbon 

economy, while generating significant 
economic benefits, including job creation  
in the region.
   

WE INVITE YOU TO READ THE 
OTHER NEWS STORIES to learn 
more about Evolugen, a local 
company that has been proudly 
rooted in the region for generations.          

Head office in Gatineau •  The building located at 41 Victoria Street in Gatineau has been home to Evolugen’s head 
office since 2015. LEED certified in recognition of its small environmental footprint, this office is the hub for all 
Canadian operations. 
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Evolugen participates actively in the initiatives of Lièvre River, Blanche River and Ruisseau Pagé Watersheds 
Committee (COBALI) and is pleased to share news about its activities. 

To learn more, visit cobali.org or call 819-440-2422 to speak with the COBALI’s team about aquatic ecosystems. 
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DOMESTIC WATER CYCLE 

We divert water from its natural cycle for 
various uses at home: drinking, cooking, 
washing, brushing our teeth or watering 
the garden. In short, it is the water 
we routinely use without questioning 
ourselves where it comes from. 

COBALI invites you to follow the journey 
of your tap water, from nature...back to 
nature! The Domestic Water Cycle video 
series answers a host of questions about 
drinking water, rainwater and wastewater. 
Watch them by clicking on Videos on 
cobali.org home page or facebook.com/
OBVcobali.  
 

June is Water Month 
in Quebec 
The beginning of summer is the perfect 
time to reflect on our water use. Are we 
using water responsibly? Are we limiting 
the application of fertilizers, herbicides 
and pesticides on our properties? Are we 
avoiding to waste water? To learn more 
about the June program activities, please 
visit moisdeleau.org.[in French only]

Aquatic invaders such as Eurasian water-
milfoil are clever stowaways: by attaching 
themselves to boat hulls, trailers and 
equipment, they hitch a ride from one water 
body to another.    

Several municipalities in the region have 
set up cleaning stations near their boat 
launches. They are easy to use and 
free—or almost free. Don’t forget to wash 

kayaks, canoes and paddleboards! A good 
cleaning eliminates harmful organisms 
and stops them from being introduced or 
spread. After you’ve been out on the water, 
decontaminate!      

COBALI produced a detailed map of cleaning 
stations in the region. Check it out before 
your next trip at cobali.org.

Living by the water is fantastic!  
By following a few planning principles, we can maintain a natural environment and prevent 
shoreline erosion and degradation of water bodies. Which of these principles are you aware of?                                

Boat Cleaning Stations
Photo credit: COBALI



POUPORE IS DOING FINE!

Evolugen periodically inspects all its dams 
to ensure their integrity, reliability and 
sustainability. During fall of 2020, it was 
Poupore dam’s turn to be scrutinized by 
Evolugen’s engineers. 

Built in 1890 to facilitate the log drive, this 
submerged dam, which includes an old lock, 
was thoroughly overhauled in 2000. After 
inspection, the divers declared it to be in very 
good condition.    

The river flow was reduced for a few days at the end of September to facilitate the inspection of the concrete structure, 
which is usually under water. With plenty of advance notice, some residents even took the opportunity to do work on 
their docks!
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Dam Safety
 

THE BEST ADVICE: 
Always keep your distance   

from dams, no matter how  
high they are, and never  

go beyond the booms, the 
buoys lines that mark the 

hazardous zones.   

INFO LA LIÈVRE 
If you have any questions or comments about Evolugen’s Lièvre region operations, call Info La Lièvre at 819-986-4628, 1-877-986-4364 (toll free)  
or send us an email at infolalievre@evolugen.com.

KEEP INFORMED  For more information on water levels, visit us at lievreriverpower.com.
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CAUTION STILL  
CALLED FOR! 

Since it is not very high, the Poupore 
Dam may not appear dangerous at first 
glance. However, the current at the foot 
of the dam is strong enough to propel a 
boat toward the structure, capsize it and 

drag its occupants into a treacherous 
whirlpool. 
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COVID-19
Support for Emergency 
Response Organizations
Although the COVID-19 pandemic is taking 
its toll, it is also giving rise to a solidarity 
outpouring. As of March 2020, Evolugen 
redirected its community donations to 
emergency response organizations such as 
food banks and shelters overwhelmed by the 
surge in demand. 

Throughout 2020, Evolugen donated a total 
of $42,000 to four food aid organizations in 
the Lower Lièvre region: La Mie de l’entraide 

(Buckingham), Le Grenier des Collines (Val-
des-Monts), La Mie du Partage (Val-des-Bois) 
and Le Service collectif aux familles (Notre-
Dame-du-Laus). The speed of Evolugen’s initial 
assistance resolved challenges associated 
with the sudden onset of the crisis.
 
 “The help we got at the beginning of the crisis 
enabled us to hire a volunteer manager and 
rent a larger space. With this space, we were 
able to accept all food donations, but more 
importantly, we could respond promptly to all 
requests for assistance.”   
- Anne Mercier, executive director  
of La Mie de l’entraide

Gatineau
WELL INFORMED, BETTER EQUIPPED

The golden rule for first responders is 
to take every possible precaution when 
helping others. Firefighters and police 
officers often intervene in hazardous 
areas such as near a power plant or 
on a dry riverbed that can suddenly 
and very quickly fill with water without 
warning. 

In 2019, 12 Gatineau firefighters on the 
water safety team received training 
to become familiar with Evolugen’s 
facilities, the hazards associated with 
the Lièvre River and safe response 
techniques. They are now better 
equipped to ensure public safety in the 
event of an emergency.   

 
  

Val-des-Bois
COME AND EXPLORE THE LIÈVRE TRAIL!

A giant stainless steel hare sculpture, a work 
of art created by the artist Annie Pelletier, 
guides hikers to the main entrance of the 
Lièvre trail. The three walking circuits, which 
opened last year, are shaded by tall pine 
trees, a stone’s throw from the Val-des-Bois 
Community Centre, along the Lièvre River.  

The 4-km circuit is located in a wooded area 
loaned free of charge by Evolugen, under a 
long-term agreement with the municipality. 

“We’re continuing to develop the village  
centre by offering free healthy activities.  
The Lièvre trail can be explored on foot, 
snowshoes or cross-country skis. The 
partnership with Evolugen for this project 
comes at a perfect time, with people 
spending more time at home.” 
-  Roland Montpetit, mayor of Val-des-Bois

Notre-Dame-du-Laus
BETTER FIRE PROTECTION 

When a fire is raging, every minute counts. 
Last year, Notre-Dame-du-Laus became the 
first municipality in the Antoine-Labelle RCM 
to acquire a back-up cistern to fill the Fire 
Department’s truck tanks. 

Located in the Poisson Blanc area, the 
45,000-litre cistern can be used when the 
water level or the season makes it difficult to 
fill tanks from water bodies. Notre-Dame-du-
Laus plans to bury a total of five such cisterns 
in strategic locations. The cistern is located 
on land that Evolugen made available to the 
municipality free of charge. 

Community Involvement
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